Email to SIP Transformation Distribution List

From: Jed Anderson [mailto:jedanderson@jedlaw.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 8:05 AM
Subject: Cleveland Editorial Board - "When it Comes to Ozone, Cuyahoga County has Gone As Low As It Can Go"


Article below from the Editorial Board of the Cleveland paper.  Why is everyone yelling at EPA?  Achieving the NAAQS is not EPA’s primary responsibility.  It is your primary responsibility States (see 42 U.S.C. § 7407(a)) .  You are the ones responsible for achieving the NAAQS.  You can’t continue accepting primary responsibility for achieving the NAAQS and then turn around and expect the Federal government, who doesn’t have ultimate responsibility, to achieve the NAAQS for you.   It’s not their problem.  It’s your problem.  

If someone would accept responsibility for mowing my lawn—what would be the impetus for me to go out and mow it?  We as States have accepted responsibility for mowing the Federal government’s lawn for them.  They just tell us how close they want it mowed.  And they have told us we can’t use a lawn mower or string-trimmer to cut the lawn (e.g. regulate federally preempted sources or interstate/international pollutant transport).  Get out your scissors, a ruler, and some motrin—this is going to take a while.

Time to align responsibility and authority.  Time to transform the SIP process.   We can make it happen.

For more information on the SIP transformation effort, see www.sipreform.com.  
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Editorial: When it comes to ozone, Cuyahoga County has gone as low as it can go
By The Plain Dealer Editorial Board 
March 29, 2010, 4:31AM

To the federal government, eliminating ozone might seem like a game of limbo: Lower the ozone level and watch counties bend over backward to meet it. 
They can't. State and local air-quality officials here in Northeast Ohio say they have reduced smog as much as they possibly can. The federal government ought to turn up its hearing aid and heed their pleas. 
Instead, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposes to lower ozone standards even more. If the feds have their way, the new standard would be 60 to 70 parts per billion, down from 75 parts per billion, perhaps by this August. 
Someone has to put the kibosh on this foolish idea. 
Eliminating ozone is an admirable goal. Many youngsters and some adults suffer from respiratory problems, particularly in the summer, when smoggy days can be pure misery. 
But continuing to lower the standard, forcing local governments to slap on onerous regulations that make it difficult for counties to retain and attract businesses, will do little or nothing to vanquish smog. 
Cuyahoga County can't meet the 75 parts per billion standard set in 2008, so how is it supposed to meet a more stringent one? 
It's not for lack of trying. State and local officials have tackled the low-hanging fruit with little to show for it. Officials established the notorious E-check program, which monitors automobile emissions. They have demanded that companies add new pollution controls. Cleveland passed an ordinance against idling motor vehicles. None of it has worked. 
Even banning gasoline-powered cars wouldn't make a difference. Former EPA officials have argued convincingly that this urban region's natural wind patterns and hot summer days make ground-level ozone inevitable. 
There might be something that the federal government could do from its vantage point -- demanding cleaner cars and businesses comes to mind -- but the locals have more than done their part. 
The U.S. EPA should put away its limbo stick and come up with solutions to the problem of ozone that make sense for Northeast Ohio. 
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