Email to SIP Transformation Distribution List

From: Jed Anderson [mailto:jedanderson@jedlaw.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2009 10:17 AM
Subject: EPA Advisers Say Agency Should Consider Multipollutant Approach in Setting Standards


The great epiphany is occurring (see article below).  Can’t implement a multi-pollutant approach through the current single-pollutant SIP process though.  Would be like Mozart writing a full orchestral piece only to have it performed as a solo by the tuba section.  Ahh . . . the Magic Flute on tuba.  I think Mozart has turned over in his grave.  

For more information on the SIP transformation effort, see www.sipreform.com.  
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EPA Advisers Say Agency Should Consider
Multipollutant Approach in Setting Standards

A report unanimously approved by the Board of Scientific Counselors Sept. 15 praised the Environmental Protection Agency's ongoing research efforts and recommended the agency consider setting multipollutant standards for various air emissions sources rather than addressing each pollutant individually.
The report, Review of the Office of Research and Development's Clean Air Research Program at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, is part of a periodic review of the Office of Research and Development's ongoing research programs by the Board of Scientific Counselors, which provides advice and recommendations on EPA's research.
Kenneth Demerjian, chairman of the Board of Scientific Counselors' Subcommittee on Clean Air Research, which prepared the report, said the “level and quality of the science in this program remains outstanding.”
The report encouraged EPA to continue its research into the interactions and health impacts of various air pollutants and air toxics rather than considering each pollutant individually. Nitrogen dioxide, particulate matter, and ozone “all have common chemistry,” Demerjian said.
“From a management perspective, it may be better to look at them in a totality rather than individually,” he said.
‘Many Advantages' to Approach
The Subcommittee on Clean Air Research said July 27 in the final draft of the report that there would be “many advantages” to a multi-pronged approach for addressing air pollutants, but it stressed the Office of Research and Development should “proceed cautiously” (142 DEN A-3, 7/28/09).
“Since the real-world air pollutant mixture is a multipollutant mix, this approach is more realistic in reflecting the exposure environment,” the report said. “There is also the possibility of synergistic, antagonistic, or other interactions among pollutants that can be considered more effectively with this multipollutant approach.”
The report acknowledged that setting multipollutant emissions standards for various sources, such as power plants, petroleum refineries, and other industries, would be difficult given the Clean Air Act's requirement that EPA set pollution-specific national ambient air quality standards for six criteria pollutants: ozone, carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen dioxide, particulate matter, and sulfur dioxide.
To support a move toward a multipollutant approach, the report recommended that EPA conduct additional research into pollutant mixtures to establish the health effects from exposure to emissions from a single source category.
The research would help “define the aspects of multipollutant [interactions] that are of the highest priority,” Demerjian said.
Multipollutant Strategy Considered for Power Plants
EPA has said it would consider setting multipollutant emissions standards for the power industry.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit Sept. 4 granted EPA's request to remand a 2006 rule establishing emissions standards for steam-generating units at power plants, as the agency attempts to craft a broad multipollutant emissions strategy for the power sector (New York v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 06-1148, remand granted 9/4/09; (174 DEN A-4, 9/11/09).
The remanded rule set new source performance standards for emissions of nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and particulate matter for steam generating units at power plants. The standards were issued by EPA Feb. 27, 2006, at 40 C.F.R. Part 60, Subparts Da, Db, and Dc (71 Fed. Reg. 9866).
Additional Research Recommended
In addition to considering multipollutant air standards, the report also recommended the Office of Research and Development invest additional funds in new methods for measuring air pollutants. Improving measurement methods has been an area of concern for states as they comply with air quality standards, Demerjian said, but research has “pretty much dwindled away” due to budget cuts.
Demerjian also said additional research into the health effects of exposure to pollutants at concentrations below current air quality standards “would be helpful.”
By Andrew Childers
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