Email to SIP Transformation Distribution List

From: Jed Anderson [mailto:jedanderson@jedlaw.net] 
Sent: Friday, September 17, 2010 5:01 PM
Subject: SIP Transformation and the Clean Air Act


Many people have said to me, “SIP reform is clearly the right thing to do, but it just can’t happen in the current political environment, and therefore, we are better off just figuring out how to make the best of our current situation.”  Below is my response.  People throughout history have taken on much more significant problems, with far less resources, in far more turbulent times, with far more uncertainties, and with much greater peril to themselves.  Thankfully Galileo and Susan B. Anthony didn’t say, “well, I guess I can try to work within the current system”.  If the system works great.  But if it doesn’t work then it needs to be changed.  It’s that simple.  It’s not a big deal.  Nothing to be afraid of—even if we need to make a fundamental change.  I think everyone would agree that in retrospect it’s been a good thing that we no longer hold on to the central tenet that the sun travels around the earth. 

Transforming the SIP process will relatively be piece of cake.  Only question on whether to proceed or not should be “is this the right thing to do”.   After that its only about courage and faith.  
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“We know the SIP process must be transformed for the
betterment of the environment and our nation, and we know

that the impediment to transformation lies within the roots of
the Clean Air Act—bhut. . .

= This is too big and difficult
] . = Politically this is not the right time
We might get hurt

We might be worse off in the end

‘This is an idealistic endeavor that i
bound to fail

The story of human progress has been written not by people asking “what
is politically do-able” or “how can I do this and not get hurt”, but by people
who simply asked *shat is the right thing to do”—trusting that all wovld be
well if they only endeavored toward this one unfailing principle.





