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Subject: Houston Chronicle: "State and Federal Regulators Should Join Forces to Set Realistic Smog Standards"


Editorial below calls for State and Federal regulators to join forces and set realistic smog standards.  Can’t happen.  Section 7409(d)  of the Clean Air Act proscribes how smog standards are set—and it has nothing to do with the States.    States job is to implement whatever standard EPA imposes.

Imagine you are the store manager of a Home Depot in Kansas City.  Now imagine that Corporate Headquarters sets your sales quota.  Now imagine that Headquarters makes you responsible for coming up with a plan to meet the sales quota or else they will fine you.  Now imagine that Headquarters withholds most of the authority you need to achieve your sales quota by only allowing you to sell items from the garden center.  

You now have the NAAQS-SIP process.  

Can a company succeed with this business model?  Can our nation succeed with this air quality management model?  


For more information on the SIP transformation effort, see www.sipreform.com.  
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Clear the air
State and federal regulators should join forces to set realistic smog standards
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
Jan. 4, 2010, 6:40PM
With federal Environmental Protection Agency officials expected to tighten up acceptable standards for smog levels in the coming months, Houston faces a daunting task to avoid penalties for non-compliance.
The region only recently matched the already outdated 1987 standard of 84 ozone molecules per billion molecules of air. Houston had previously received a waiver giving it until 2019 to achieve that level. 
Two years ago, however, the EPA lowered the standard to 75 ppb and the Obama-appointed agency leadership will likely accept the recommendations of scientists and health experts to further reduce it to 70 or below.
As reported by Chronicle environmental writer Matthew Tresaugue, that prospect has many doubtful that Houston can reduce air pollution to those levels.
“How realistic is it for any urban area in sunshine to achieve 70 ppb?,” asked Susana Hildebrand, chief engineer for the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. “It's clear the EPA doesn't intend to balance what's reasonable in moving forward.”
Environmentalists counter that had TCEQ been tougher in its regulation of polluting industries, Texas and Houston in particular would be much farther along in meeting the steadily tightening federal standards. The TCEQ maintains its position that reducing the standard below 84 ppb threatens the Lone Star economy without producing appreciable health benefits.
During his six years as mayor of Houston, Bill White made reducing air pollution a top priority and built a cooperative relationship with EPA administrators. As a candidate for governor of Texas, White is calling for a similar relationship between the state and the EPA.
To get ozone levels as low as possible, he proposes that EPA and TCEQ scientists and interested stakeholders meet in a public forum to determine ozone standards “that are technologically and economically feasible.”
Good idea. It's time for state and federal regulators to stop talking past each other and work to reach a realistic air quality consensus that protects both the physical and economic health of our community. 
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