Email to SIP Transformation Distribution List
From: Jed Anderson [mailto:jedanderson@jedlaw.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 09, 2010 8:58 AM
Subject: Article: "Vehicle Emission Becomes Major Source of China's Air Pollution"

Dear China –

I read that vehicle emissions are now the major source of emissions in your country (see article below).  

Here is how we address air quality in our country.  We make the States primarily responsible for addressing air quality  through the SIP process (42 U.S.C. 7407(a)) and then we preempt States from regulating the majority of the emissions sources (e.g. States are generally preempted from regulating mobile sources such as cars, trucks, ships, etc., see 42 U.S.C.  7543 and regulating interstate/international pollutant transport).  Absurd?  The puzzling thing is that Americans, despite this glaring non-alignment between responsibility for addressing the majority of the problem and the authority to address the problem, wonder why it takes so long and costs so much to clean the air.  

I have to tell you this though China.  Americans are a smart group of people.  The nation has been build upon fundamental principles that make truth, justice, and the pursuit of happiness the ultimate goals.  Truth can only remain hidden for so long in this system.  Eventually truth shines.  Moreover, though change sometimes takes a while in this system, when it does come, it comes with the strength and power of the will of the people.  

Americans will figure this all out for themselves.  They will improve and grow stronger.  That is their history.  That is their future.

For more information on the SIP transformation effort, see www.sipreform.com.  





Vehicle emission becomes major source of China's air pollution: gov't 
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Emissions from motor vehicles have become the major source of air pollution in China's large and medium sized cities, according to a report issued Thursday by the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

According to the annual report on prevention and control of vehicle pollution, the volume of pollutants generated by motor vehicles across China in 2009 amounted to 51.4 million tons, with cars contributing most of it.

In a second statement issued along with the report, one-third of 113 major cities failed the air quality test in 2009.

Meanwhile, acid rain and smog have occurred so frequently in certain regions of China that some areas were shrouded in smog for 200 days during the year. Vehicle emissions should be blamed for much of this smog, according to the statement.

The report also noted that in 2009 the number of cars owned by Chinese citizens jumped to 170 million, a 9.3 percent increase year on year, and 25 times car ownership figures in 1980.

The statement reads, as car ownership swells, it will add more pressure on air pollution control agencies in these cities.

However, the report also showed that the emission of pollutants had been growing, but at a lower rate since 2000, which should be attributed to efforts to phase out high-emission vehicles. 

Source: Xinhua 
